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Supriya Sahu 

Joint Secretary 

Ministry of Information & Broadcasting             

Supriya Sahu’s interest in Community Radio needs no elaboration. As the Joint Secretary for Broadcasting in 

the Ministry of Information and Broadcasting, she leads the government’s initiatives on Community Radio. In 

the capacity, she not only ensures that the Community Radio sector in India thrives as numbers grow, she 

takes particular interest in the smooth running of the various Community Radio Stations across the country. 

Here, it must also be said that Supriya Sahu takes immense interest in the functioning of the Community 

Radio Facilitation Centre at the Ministry of Information and Broadcasting. Further from making sure that 

bottlenecks do not challenge Community Radio broadcasters, Supriya Sahu feels that Community Radio can 

act as a point of convergence for all the ministries and departments of the Government of India. 
 

 

Ravina Aggarwal 

Program Officer 

Ford Foundation 

Ravina Aggarwal works on media issues in India from the foundation's New Delhi office. Her grant making 

advances issues of democratic expression and media access among marginalized communities. A thought 

leader in the promotion of Community Radio.  Her most recent research explored the significance of 

regional radio in India. Ravina's extensive field research in the trans-Himalayan region of Ladakh on the 

Indian border resulted in several publications, including an ethnographic book, two edited volumes and 

various articles. Ravina is one of the founding editors of the journal Meridians: Feminism, Race, Trans-

nationalism, and a founding trustee of LAMO, a nonprofit arts and media organization in Ladakh. She has a 

Ph.D. in anthropology from Indiana University and a bachelor's degree from St. Xavier's College in Mumbai. 



 

 

Rajiv Tikoo 

Director 

OneWorld Foundation India 

A Delhi-based journalist, Rajiv Tikoo has worked in senior editorial and management positions in reputed 

organisations like OneWorld, the United Nations Millennium Campaign (UNMC), the Indian Express Group, 

and the India Today Group. His current association as the representative head of the OneWorld network in 

South Asia began in November 2011. Rajiv’s interests in fostering Community Media tools is well-known and 

the journalist in him helps the techies around him come up with whacky gadgets and solutions to people’s 

issues – from the issue of safety of women to enabling the wage worker with information on his rights and 

entitlements. 

 

 K S Rejimon  

Director 

Ministry of Information & Broadcasting 

Entrusted with the key responsibility of overseeing implementation of digitization in the country, Mr. 

Rejimon had been associated with the Ministry of Information & Broadcasting as Public Information Officer 

and Deputy Secretary since 2010. Sitting with him while he conducts the inter-ministerial coordination 

committee shows not only his abilities to press others around the table to commit to the Community Radio 

Movement in the country, it is also an exhibition of his commitment to empower the last person in the 

remotest parts of the country with information through Community Radios. At the end of the day, one 

wonders it this man is actually an Indian Statistical Services officer. 

 



 

 

Inderjeet Grewal 

Deputy Director 

Ministry of Information & Broadcasting 

Inderjeet Grewal is the Deputy Director of CR Cell at the Ministry of Information & Broadcasting, 

Government of India. An engineer by background, he comes across as a pleasant surprise for not only his 

knowledge regarding the Community Radio Application procedure but also for the understanding of the 

spirit and philosophy that dictate the process. His huge experience of scruntinising Community Radio 

applications is only matched by his understanding nature and the sympathy and regard he reserves for 

NGOs and community-based organisations. 

 

M K Patnaik 

Wireless Planning & Coordination Wing 

Ministry of Communications & Information Technology 

Coming from a department of the government that allocates frequencies to a broad range of entities – from 

commercial FM Radios to mobile business to internet service providers –M K Patnaik’s humane feelings 

influence his dealings with the many NGOs and community-based organizations that approach him for 

setting up a Community Radio Station. He is approachable and his conduct in dealing with Community 

Radio applicants dispels notions of a hard-nosed spectrum allocator. Not surprisingly, he is very popular in 

the Indian Community Radio sector – not just frequency, even vibes. 
 

 Rajeev Rustagi 

Campaign Officer 

Directorate of Advertising & Visual Publicity 

He might hold the life-line for many a Community Radio Stations, but Rajeev Rustagi’s patience never wears 

thin. Rajeev Rustagi is not only cooperative while dealing with the issues – be these the multi-layered 

processes of applying for DAVP advertisements or chasing the payments, he is also affable. And whether it is 

about incomplete applications for empanelment with DAVP or being bombarded with chain mails, Rajeev 

Rustagi is an understanding person as it tells from his favourite cliché, “Haan, mein samajhta hun”. 



 

 

Bijoy Patro 

Head of Programmes & Editorial 

OneWorld 

A development writer, journalist and communications specialist with over 30 years of experience, counting 

12 years with the development and humanitarian sectors, Bijoy has worked in various capacities across 

countries in South Asia. He is presently; Head of Editorial and Programmes with OneWorld. He has written 

extensively on a host of developmental issues including environment, food security, education and health 

besides the crisis facing farming communities in South Asia and the vulnerabilities of some of the most 

deprived sections of people from across the region. He is equally at ease with the print media, wire service 

and the electronic media. 

 

R Sreedher 

Community Radio Practitioner & Media Expert 

With 40 years in broadcasting, this Bhishma Pitamah of Community Radio has seen it all and done it all. Till 

recently the Director of Commonwealth Educational Media Centre for Asia, Dr Sreedher has been working 

with electronic media in various capacities since 1972. Dr Sreedher was the Director of electronic media 

production centre of Indira Gandhi National open university from 1998-2003 and headed two Educational 

Multimedia Research centres of the UGC at Anna University Chennai and IIT Roorkee from 2003-2006. Given 

his diverse interest in modern communications, it is hardly surprising Dr Sreedher will put any youngster to 

shame when it comes to his knowledge of whacky toys. 



 

 

 

Rukmini Vemraju 

Community Media Consultant 

Rukmini Vemraju was, till recently, the programme officer at the Commonwealth Educational Media Centre 

for Asia. Before this, she was associated with TALEEM Research Foundation, Ahmedabad. With a background 

in communication and educational technology, Rukmini brings with her a varied experience in educational 

technology design, development and research. While this is also her profession, her passion for pursuing the 

opportunities posed by community media tools is matched by the high standards she sets for herself in the 

conduct of her work. 

 

Jayalakshmi Chittoor 

Consultant, Programme Management, Development Communications, ICT4D and Knowledge Management 

Her self description as an avid Community Radio evangelist does not mislead and if one has any doubts, 

these will surely be dispelled in the very first meeting with Jayalakshmi Chittoor Parameswaran. Listening to 

her not only clears all doubts about her expertise in understanding communities and their need for a 

medium but also provides a glimpse of her body of work, dotted with examples of bringing together 

learning from practitioners and listeners alike through the use of participator tools. Jayalakshmi is often seen 

as the most articulate spokesperson for the Community Radio Sector in India, her voice reasoning for 

providing the voiceless in the margins with a voice of their own. 


